
About New Westminster 

 

New Westminster is the oldest city in western 

Canada and the first capital of the colony of British 

Columbia.   

 

The site for the city was chosen by the Royal 

Engineers largely for its strategic location on the 

Fraser River when they arrived from England in 

1859. 

  

The city’s name was chosen by Queen Victoria 

herself.   And because of this the city and its 

residents are entitled to refer to New Westminster as 

the Royal City.  

 

 

 


